Groundwater resource has been exploited to a certain extent in Malaysia mainly to augment water supply to various needs of domestic, industry and agriculture. Many works have been concentrated to explore the optimum yield of groundwater in this particular area. Groundwater quality observations are merely to ensure they are within the required water quality standards. Studies on groundwater quality in Malaysia have not been in depth in terms of its origin, relationship to different types of aquifers, interrelationship with surface water, contamination possibilities as well as intrusion of saline water into the aquifers. The main objective of this paper is to examine the characteristics of groundwater quality in Malaysia particularly in alluvium and in hard rock layers. The study area will cover the Peninsular and East Malaysia comprising of 428 monitoring wells of various locations, sizes and types.
